
COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
November 17, 2025 
Committee and Council Meetings can be viewed by accessing YouTube  
Council Chambers 
7:00 P.M. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

INVOCATION – Mr. Houser 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Cashius & Weston Layton, 5th Grader & 3rd Grader, Blessed Sacrament  
 
CAUCUS 
Invoke Rule 11- The Majority and Minority Leaders have agreed that committee review is not 
necessary: 
25-38 An ordinance consenting to the annexation of certain territory, generally described as being 

approximately 0.9 acres, more or less, located in Newark Township, to the City of Newark, Ohio, and 

declaring an emergency. 

25-39 An ordinance objecting to the annexation of certain territory, generally described as being 0.9 

acres, more or less, located in Newark Township, to the City of Newark, Ohio, and declaring an 

emergency. 

25-78 A resolution adopting a statement indicating what services, if any, the City of Newark, Ohio, will 

provide for approximately 0.9 acres, more or less, located in Newark Township, a territory proposed 

for expedited II annexation, and declaring an emergency.  

 

25-79 A resolution regarding a buffer zone for the annexation of approximately 0.9 acres, more or less, 

located in Newark Township, and declaring an emergency. 

 
MINUTES of November 3, 2025 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Mayor Hall – Reappointing Brian Wood to the City of Newark Board of Zoning Adjustment. His new 
term begins January 1, 2026 and will expire December 31, 2029. Subsequent terms will be four years. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Finance 
Service 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
Ryan Bubb, City Auditor – Operating report for the period ending October 31, 2025 
 
Brenda Cooper, Tax Administrator – Income Tax Revenue Reports for the period ending October 31, 
2025 



COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Tricia Moore, Law Director – Presentation from the Law Office regarding the H.O.M.E. Court Program 
 
COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS   
 
ORDINANCES ON SECOND READING 

There are none this meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES ON FIRST READING 
25-35 AN ORDINANCE ENACTING SECTION 256.18 REGARDING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT RETAINAGE 

PROVISIONS AND PLACING IT WITIN THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF NEWARK, OHIO 

25-36 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PART TEN, TITLE FOUR, CHAPTER 1048, “WATER” OF THE CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWARK, OHIO TO INCLUDE SECTION 1048.16 “PROHIBITION OF WATER 

WELLS” 

25-37 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE NEWARK CITY SAFETY DIRECTOR TO CERTIFY 

TO THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR, THE SUM OF $484,600.00 INCURRED BY THE NEWARK CITY 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT WITH RESPECT TO PROPERTY MAINTENANCE VIOLATIONS TO 

BE PLACED AS A LIEN UPON CERTAIN PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY SITUATED IN THE CITY OF NEWARK, 

OHIO. 

 

RESOLUTIONS ON SECOND READING 

There are none this meeting. 

 

RESOLUTIONS ON FIRST READING  

25-72 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEWARK TO APPLY 

FOR FUNDING FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE 

UNDER THE BULLETPROOF VEST PARTNERSHIP GRANT PROGRAM. 

 

25-73 A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE MUNICIPAL 

CORPORATION. 

 

25-74 Exp A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION. 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

ADJOURNMENT 



























       Ordinance No. ___25-35_________ 

BY ________________________________________________________________ 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING SECTION 256.18 REGARDING PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENT RETAINAGE PROVISIONS AND PLACING IT WITIN THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
NEWARK, OHIO 

WHEREAS, the City of Newark, Ohio, currently enters into contracts for public 
improvements within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Newark, Ohio, currently retains a percentage of the 
contract estimate as authorized by O.R.C. Sections 153.12 and 153.13 to ensure 
completion of public improvement contracts; and 

WHEREAS, O.R.C. Section 153.13 states that the retainage plus interest thereon 
accrued shall be paid when the major portion of the project is substantially completed and 
occupied, or in use, or otherwise accepted, and there exists no other reason to withhold 
retainage; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the finding in Dies Electric Co. v. Akron, 62 Ohio St. 2d, 
322, 327 (1980) a charter municipality may “enact retainage provisions for a contract for 
improvements to municipal property which differ from the retainage provisions of R.C. 
153.13;” and 

WHEREAS, the City of Newark desires not to pay interest on retainage because 
doing so would require borrowing and paying interest on funds not yet needed, creating 
unnecessary costs to the City; and  

WHEREAS, the City proposes the enactment of Section 256.18 of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Newark to enact retainage provisions which differ from the 
retainage provisions of O.R.C. 153.13, specifically that the City will not pay interest on 
any retained funds; and 

WHEREAS, this matter was considered by the Public Service  Committee of 
Council who referred this legislation to the full Council for consideration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NEWARK, COUNTY OF LICKING, STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

 

SECTION 1: Section 256.18 is hereby enacted and added to the Administrative Code of 
the Codified Ordinances of the City of Newark, Ohio as attached hereto and marked as 
Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference. 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall be effective at the earliest time permitted by Article 

4.07 of the Charter of the City of Newark, Ohio. 

 

Adopted this _____ day of __________, _______. 



 

       _____________________________ 
       PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 
 
 
ATTEST:  _________________________ 
                 CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 
DATE FILED WITH MAYOR: _________________ 
 
DATE APPROVED BY MAYOR: ______________ 
 
 
_________________________________ 
MAYOR 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   
 
__________________________________ 
DIRECTOR OF LAW 
 
 
Prepared by the Office of the Director of Law     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Exhibit “A” 

 
Section 256. 18 Retainage for Contracts for Public Improvements.  

Four percent of the estimate(s) prepared by the contractor and approved by the architect or engineer 

for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, enlargement, alteration, repair, painting, or 

decoration of a public improvement will be retained by the City until the major portion of the project is 

substantially completed and occupied, or in use, or otherwise accepted, and there exists no other 

reason to withhold the retainage.  

The retained percentages held in connection with such portion will, within 30 days of substantial 

completion of, occupation of, use of, or acceptance of the project, be paid to the primary contractor.  

The City will withhold only that amount reasonably necessary to assure final completion of the project. 
Any retained funds withheld after substantial completion of, occupation of, use of, acceptance of the 
project, and pending final completion of the project, will be paid to the primary contractor not later than 
thirty days after the date of final completion of the project. 

 
The City shall not pay any interest on any retainage percentage as described herein. 



ORDINANCE NO.  25-36  

 

BY____________________________________________________________________  

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PART TEN, TITLE FOUR, CHAPTER 1048, 

“WATER” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWARK, 

OHIO TO INCLUDE SECTION 1048.16 “PROHIBITION OF WATER WELLS” 

 

 WHEREAS, the Codified Ordinances of the City of Newark, Ohio currently 

contain various provisions in regard to safety, sanitation, and health; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Newark has an interest in ensuring the proper management 

and use of water resources in order to protect the local water supply and prevent overuse of 

aquifers; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the qualitative and quantitative protection of the water 

supply of the City certain regulations and/or prohibitions are necessary; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, due to the availability of city water within the corporation limits, the 

necessity for a private well is nearly obsolete; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, because of possible contamination and overuse of aquifers, the 

drilling of wells can pose a threat to a city’s water supply; and,  

    

 WHEREAS, multiple Ohio cities have enacted similar statutes prohibiting the 

drilling of wells for the protection and safety of its citizens; and, 

  

 WHEREAS, this ordinance was considered and addressed by the Service 

Committee of this Council who passed this Ordinance on to the full Council for 

consideration. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF  

THE CITY OF NEWARK, COUNTY OF LICKING, STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

 

SECTION 1:  Part Ten, Title Four of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Newark, 

Ohio Titled Water is hereby amended to include Section 1048.16 which 

shall read as follows: 

 
PROHIBITION OF WATER WELLS. 

   
 (A)  The term “water well” means any system used to pump, access, or otherwise bring to 

the surface underground sources of water existing under, upon, or within the confines of 

any premises located within the corporate limits of the city, for the purpose of human 



consumption or any other use, and which device is installed after the effective date of this 

section. 

   (B)   It shall be unlawful to dig, construct, use or maintain a water well within the limits 

of the municipality; with the following exceptions: 

(1) Water wells owned, operated and maintained by the city; 

(2) Water wells existing immediately prior to the effective date of this section may be 

continued although such use does not conform to the provisions hereof; 

(3) Temporary dewatering wells for use during construction of Industrial or 

Commercial development(s) as approved by the City Engineer and/or the Water 

Administrator provided that at the conclusion of the construction, the temporary 

well shall be properly plugged and abandoned. 

 

(C) City Council may, by a two-thirds vote, grant a permit to dig, construct, use and 

maintain a water well within the area otherwise prohibited, for the reasons listed below: 

 

(1) Adequate public water supply, as determined by the Water Administrator, does 

not exist within 660 feet (1/8 mile) of the property line or cannot be made 

available in a reasonable time.  

(2) A request to dig, construct, use and maintain a water well to be used solely with a 

heat pump or similar heating/cooling device. Such well shall not be used for any 

other purpose.  

(3) A request to dig, construct, use and maintain a water well to be used solely for 

Industrial cooling water or other Industrial uses not specified. 

  

(D) A person seeking a permit to drill a well under section (C), may apply to City Council 

for a permit to drill a well. City Council shall hold a hearing on such application and, if 

necessary, obtain a recommendation from a professional engineer that specializes in 

geology and the water strata in the county, the City Water Administrator and/or the City 

Engineer. City Council may also require plans to be submitted prior to the approval of a 

permit. The cost of such investigation and report shall be paid for by the person(s) making 

the application. After the hearing and investigation by City Council, if it is determined that 

necessity exists, that if such applicant is not permitted to drill such water well, 

unreasonable hardship will be brought upon the applicant and that the drilling of such well 

will not now or in the immediate future in any way affect, diminish, or interfere with the 

city's water supply, then City Council may grant such applicant a permit to drill a water 

well. Upon the granting of a permit, the City may establish reasonable restrictions and 

conditions on the digging, construction, use and maintenance of such water well. 

 

 (E) Any violation of section (B) is an unclassified misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to 

$1,000.00. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 

Failure to comply with any term of a permit issued pursuant to section (D) may result in 

the revocation of the permit. 

 

The penalty provisions of this chapter shall supersede the penalty provisions provided in 

section 1048.99 solely as it relates to water wells in the municipality.  

 



 

SECTION 2:  This legislation shall become effective at the earliest time permitted by 

Article 4.07 of the Charter of the City of Newark, Ohio 

 

 

ADOPTED this _________ day ______________________, 2025. 

 

 

              

        PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

ATTEST:   ___________________________ 

   Clerk of Council    

 

Date filed with Mayor:  ___________________________________ 

 

Date approved by Mayor: _________________________________ 

 

 

         

 JEFF HALL, MAYOR 

 

 

Approved as to form:  ____________________________________________   

                Tricia M. Moore 

    Director of Law 

















   

 

      RESOLUTION NO.__25-72____________ 

 

BY_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEWARK TO APPLY 

FOR FUNDING FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, BUREAU OF JUSTICE 

ASSISTANCE UNDER THE BULLETPROOF VEST PARTNERSHIP GRANT PROGRAM. 

 

WHEREAS, the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act of 1998 was signed as law (Public Law 105-181).  The 

purpose of the Act is to save the lives of law enforcement officers by helping States and local units of government and 

tribal governments equip their law enforcement officers with armor vests. 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Newark was informed by the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 

Assistance that it is eligible to receive reimbursement for 50% of the total cost for the purchase of bulletproof vests 

for law enforcement personnel. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWARK, COUNTY OF 

LICKING AND STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

 

Section 1:  The Mayor is authorized to take whatever action is legally available to attain funding in the best 

interest of the City and its participation in available crime reduction and improvement of public 

safety funding programs 

 

Section 2: The Mayor is designated as the authorizing official to enter into a reimbursement agreement with 

the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, to administer the Bulletproof 

Vest Partnership Grant Program and accept said fund 

 

Section 3:  This Resolution shall become effective upon the earliest date permitted by Article 4.07 of the 

Charter of the City of Newark, Ohio. 

 

 

ADOPTED THIS ________DAY OF ______________, 2025 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

ATTEST, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 

_________________________________________ 

DATE FILED WITH THE MAYOR 

 

__________________________________________ 

DATE APPROVED BY MAYOR 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

MAYOR 

 

________________________________________ 

FORM APPROVED BY DIRECTOR OF LAW 

 



Resolution No.25-73 
 
BY: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 
 
WHEREAS, to properly, efficiently and expeditiously conduct business of the City of Newark in the best interest of its citizens, 
there is an immediate requirement for a certain financial transaction as indicated. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWARK, COUNTY OF LICKING, STATE OF OHIO. 
 
Section 1.      There is hereby an appropriation of the unappropriated balance of the 670 Garfield & McKinley Fund, in the 
amount of $0.58 (Move remaining money from project to debt paying fund.) 
  

670.169.5901669  Operating Transfer 0.58 

 
 
Section 2.      There is hereby an appropriation of the unappropriated balance of the 671 Landfill Reclamation Fund, in the 
amount of $4,806.02 (Move remaining money from project to debt paying fund.) 
  

671.169.5901669  Operating Transfer 4806.02 

 
Section 3.      There is hereby an appropriation of the unappropriated balance of the 100 Fund, in the amount of $2,539.98 
(Request appropriation to put funds into overtime account for special duty from Newark High School football coverage for 
the season.) 
  

100.205.5118  Fire, Overtime 2539.98 

 
This resolution is a measure providing for an appropriation for current expenses of the municipal corporation; it shall go into 

effect pursuant to Section 4.07 of the Charter of the City of Newark, Ohio. 
 
 
Adopted this _________ day of ________________, 2025. 
 
 
President of Council ________________________________  
 
 
Attest Clerk of Council ____________________________________ 
 
Date filed with Mayor _______________________________  

 
Date approved by Mayor ______________________________ 
 
 
Mayor _______________________________________________ 
 
 
Approved as to form Director of Law _________________________________,____ 



Resolution No.25-74 Exp 
 
BY: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 
 
WHEREAS, to properly, efficiently, and expeditiously conduct business of the City of Newark in the best interest of its citizens, 
there is an immediate requirement for a certain financial transaction as indicated. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWARK, COUNTY OF LICKING, STATE OF OHIO. 
 
Section 1.      There is hereby an appropriation of the unappropriated balance of the 931 JEDZ-2 Fund, in the amount of 
$621,124.42 (Inter/Intra Government) 
  
 

931.136.5289 Inter/Intra Government 621,124.42 

 
Section 2.      There is hereby an appropriation of the unappropriated balance of the 100 General Fund, in the amount of 
$37,195.42 (Match is City share for OCJS Grant for radio encryption software. Advance is to bail out OCJS fund if grant dollars 
do not arrive by 12.31.25.) 
  
 

100.111.5991230 City match OCJS Grant 9,299.80 

100.111.5992230 City Advance OCJS Grant 27,895.62 

 
Section 3.      There is hereby an appropriation of the unappropriated balance of the 230 OCJS Fund, in the amount of 
$37,195.42 (OCJS JAG grant for encryption equipment) 
  
 

230.230.5536 Computer software 37,195.42 

 
 
This resolution is a measure providing for an appropriation for current expenses of the municipal corporation; it shall go into 

effect pursuant to Section 4.07 of the Charter of the City of Newark, Ohio. 
 
 
Adopted this _________ day of ________________, 2025.  
 
 
 
 
President of Council ________________________________  
 
 
 
 
Attest Clerk of Council ____________________________________  
 



 
Date filed with Mayor _______________________________  
 
 
 
Date approved by Mayor ______________________________  
 
 
 
Mayor _______________________________________________   
 
 
 
 
Approved as to form Director of Law _____________________________________ 
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